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Abstract:

An Introduction to Postcolonial Literary Theory, Its Beginning and Importance

Postcolonial literary theory emerged in the late 20th century as a response to the cultural, political
aftermath of colonialism. It examines the literature produced by colonized people and the ways in which
colonialism has shaped cultural identity, power dynamics, and representation. Its importance lies in its ability to
challenge dominant narratives, marginalized voices, and to deconstruct colonial ideologies embedded in literature
and society. Key figures include Frantz Fanon, Edward Said, Gayatri Spivak, and Homi k Bhabha who introduced

concepts like orientalism, subalternity, and hybridity.

Postcolonial theorists explore issues of power, representation, identity, and resistance in literature from

formerly colonized regions.

Postcolonial theory has expanded beyond literature to encompass other disciplines such as history,
anthropology, and cultural studies. It has influenced fields like feminist theory, queer theory, and globalization

studies, demonstrating its interdisciplinary significance.

Postcolonial literary theory is a vital lens through which to analyze literature produced in the wake of
colonialism, offering profound insights into cultural hybridity, power dynamics, and the complexities of identity in a
globalized world.
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Colony: A country or area controlled politically by a more powerful country that is often far away:
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“See a picture of children who are assembling at a school, standing barefoot on the stones, and you know
you are in ‘the third world’. This third world is the postcolonial world. The term ‘third world” was originally
invented on the model of the Third Estate of the French Revolution. The world was divided according to the two
major political systems, capitalism and socialism, and these were the first and the second worlds. The third world
was made up of what was left over: the ‘non-aligned’ nations, the new independent nations that had formerly

made up the colonies of the imperial powers.”®
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“Said's theory of post colonialism is mainly based on what he considers the false image of the Orient or
East that has been fabricated by western explores, poets, novelists, philosophers, political theorists, economists,

and imperial administrators since Napoleon's occupation of Egypt in 1798.” ©
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