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Abstract:
The Linguistic Study of Shaikh Ayaz's Baits

Bait is an original and traditional genre of classical Sindhi poetry. It has emerged from the core of
Sindhi society that is why it not only reflects the history and civilization of Sindh but also carries the
traditional texture and flavor with music and magic of indigenous accent. Shaikh Ayaz has written plenty of
Baits along with other forms of poetry. In his baits, there is not only the unification of folk and classical
traditions but also modern shades with novelty of thought, linguistic innovation and fragrance of feelings

that give them unusual charm and depth. His Baits are truly sublime and sweet.

Shaikh Ayaz has been fairly successful in liberating the bait from the traditional tone and
stereotype subjects. Since long, bait has been confined to mystic moods and Sufi expressions. On the
contrary, Ayaz has imbued in his baits the vigor and vitality of life and has projected burning social issues,
so much so that his baits embody the misery and suffering of his compatriots along with the agony and

anguish of all human beings.

Ayaz's baits are not only unique and subtle in subjects and thoughts but also from a linguistic point
of view, his baits are innovative and exceptional. He used a lot of classical vocabulary along with modern
words in his baits, that’s why his baits possess fragrance of classical and flavor of modern language and

lexicon. In this paper Shaikh’s baits are discussed at length from a linguistic perspective.

Key words: indigenous, classical, mystic, sublime, linguistic innovation.
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