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Abstract:
The Influence of Shah Abdul Latif’s Romanticism on Sheikh Ayaz’s Poetry.

The poetry of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai (1689-1752) is a cornerstone of Sindhi romanticism, blending
Sufi mysticism with themes of love, heroism, and nature. His verses, rich in emotional intensity and vivid
imagery, laid the foundation for later Sindhi poets, most notably Sheikh Ayaz (1923—-1997), who drew deeply
from Bhittai’s romantic tradition while infusing it with modernist sensibilities.

Bhittai’s portrayal of legendary lovers—such as Sassui, Sohni, and Marui—exemplifies a romantic
idealism that transcends time, merging human passion with spiritual yearning. His depictions of nature as a
mirror of emotion and his celebration of courage in ballads like Sur Suroor established a poetic legacy that
resonated with subsequent generations. Sheikh Ayaz, a towering figure in modern Sindhi literature, inherited
this romantic ethos but reinterpreted it through contemporary existential and political lenses.

Ayaz’s poetry echoes Bhittai’s romantic motifs_unrequited love, the agony of separation, and the
sublime beauty of the Sindhi landscape_ yet frames them in a more personal, often rebellious voice. Works like
"Tun Sori Tun Sadaa" (You are the Call, You are the Voice) and "Heeun Hik Kisso"(a story) reflect Bhittai’s
influence in their lyrical depth and emotional resonance, while also addressing modern struggles. The interplay
between Bhittai’s spiritual romanticism and Ayaz’s socio-political consciousness highlights the enduring
relevance of romantic themes in Sindhi literature.

Ultimately, Bhittai’s romanticism served as both inspiration and a point of departure for Ayaz,
demonstrating how classical traditions can evolve to meet contemporary artistic and intellectual demands.
Their poetic dialogue enriches Sindhi literature, bridging centuries of thought while preserving the timeless

power of love, longing, and resistance.

CEp By p0lr 2 ) s (Bl S S5 pake e o ol (Sl g Lis e

Lo, 0 bl g sl £ S50 (3 s 8 o 02 0 Ly IS g 1Y ¢ oy 03550 26 035 (S
(Modernisim)  «cqdpder (Classicism) «cwsawd o o3 ¢ pilbwr, (620,20 o3l o8l Gsad) ostidd

cidd> (Existentialisim) ecas s> (Post-Modernisim)  ccadud> A2sle (Neo-Classicisim) — ccusowwdls 5o
o9 (Naturalisim)éjlﬁs kb (Humanisim) ¢ g 33 olaas! (Symbolisim) (é)l{s e (Realisim) (é)L{J
A58 (Surrealisim) ¢ sk » (Rationalism) ¢ g carlic (Progressivism) e g Sr (Enligtenment) t%Jl..:v-
P N <= <l (Romanticism) cu sle sy .09 o2 @I 055928 e ol J5Y I3 (Nationalisim) s 5
g oael (gl il ghe B8 gl p Lds Ijnf@ Loz o 3l olle Lot 5 S o 2 @Tsw.’u
£ o (i 0 g2 o bs gl i (25 L) b i B Ls 23l (53500 5355 S 0
e BS (pad e Sl 55 2SI bl s ¢ el S08s bl Sosl o (s e Il
o5 s (Romanticism) cassbos; 0«55 (25 somew sl S olis ad ¢ i lazs Sy b oealE ¢
il sy enl coulol o Lt csles; (Maclae,Ferber) b Juome Gine 52 Sl saio Ko 0] 5 o

5 Al 5uS



“Romantic ultimately derives from latin Roma, the city of Rome, for surely the prevalent image of the
ancent Romans for many centuries now is that they were the least Romantic of peoples.”(%)
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“In literary history, one of the earliest dates it appears as 1140 when roman denoted a story in verse

adapted from latin legends. Originally roman referred to imaginative works in the vernacular, mainly the

medieveal French verse epics, By the 12th c. it was applied to works in prose."(z)
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“The first use of the word romantic in a literary sense seems to have emerged in Britain in the 1600s to
mean something written in French, one of the Romance languages (as opposed to the more clinical Latain). It

was associated with quest narratives in which knights rescued ladies from firebeathing dragons. A century

later, in 1755, Dr. Sumuel Jonhnson, editor of the famous dictionary, described “Romantick” as resembling the

tales or romances; wild, improbable; false; fanciful; full of wild scenery.”(s)
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