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Abstract:
Lexicography and its brief History

The richness of any language can be conjectured through its stock of
vocabulary because the development and the future of a language is dependent
on its word bank. As long as a language accumulates its stock of words, its
growth and change are possible. Vocabulary plays a fundamental role for the
progress and exposition of all arts in the intellectual world. Words and ex-
pressions are essential for the definition and explanation of the branches of
science & technology and other legal & social fields. The subject and content
of any lexicon revolves around the words and their meanings. Words are in
fact moulds and the meanings are their souls. As both body and soul are vital
for life so is vocabulary for the progress and evolution of a language because
it is the heart and soul of a language simultaneously.

‘Lughat’ is an Arabic word which literally means language, conversa-
tion or sound, and idiomatically it implies the stock of words and their mean-
ings. Vocabulary is important in the literary and scholarly world because it
dominates the treasure of a language. As the governance of a country depends
on its economy, in the same manner vocabulary important for the prosperity
and beauty of a language. It is because of all these merits of vocabulary that it
is called the mother of all the branches of knowledge and grammar is supposed
to be their father. Just like a child is an orphan without parents so is a lan-
guage vulnerable without words.

This article defines lexicography, and explains many other terms re-
lated to its growth. Moreover, it discusses in detail the evolution of lexicogra-
phy in Sindhi language.

Key words: Lexicography, meaning, kinds, evolution.
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“Dictionary is a book of alphabetically listed words in a language

with definitions, etymologies, pronunciations and other informations.”®
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“1. Alist or collection of words or of words and phrases usually alphabetically

arranged and explained or defined.

2. A list of difficult or unfamiliar words with an explanation of their meanings,

accompanying a piece of specialist or foreign language text.” )
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“A word book or Dictionary, or a vocabulary of terms used in connection with a

particular subject.”®
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“An alphabetical list with meanings of the words or phrases in a text that

are difficult to understand.”"
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