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Abstract:

The question regarding of the existence of
Alphabet committee under B.H. Ellis?

In the Pre-British period there was no uniformity in the Arabic-Sindhi
writing system and there were also many other scripts were in vogue for
writing of Sindhi language. In 1853 A.D, while Sir Bartle Frere was Commis-
sioner of Sindh, an Alphabet Committee was constituted under the superin-
tendence of Mr. Barrow Helbert Ellis, the then Assistant Commissioner, where-
in two English officers and Eight Native Scholars were part of the Committee
by the government to standardize the Sindhi Arabic alphabet, which is being
used for the official as well public instruction purpose. With the passage of
time, so many questions have been raised on the existence of that Alphabet
Committee. Most recently, Dr. Abdul Gafar Soomro- an eminent scholar has
held that the Committee under question was never created and there is myth
which still continues by Sindhi scholars. In his support, he has referred the Edu-
cational Report of B.H. Ellis, published in 1856. His main focus of the research
seems on errors made by Muhammad Siddique Memon in his first ever Liter-

ary History of Sindhi Literature.

In this research paper, it has been evaluated that the existence of
Alphabet committee under B.H. Ellis is not a myth but it was constituted with
official Notification for such purpose and it worked only for three months and
few days. The file of deliberations, discussions and decisions, along with pro-
posed charts of the Alphabet was placed in safe custody of Training College for
men in Hyderabad, which was later shifted to Institute of Sindhology in Jams-
horo and finally the important file of Sindhi Alphabet was misplaced. Hence,
due to non-availability of the Notification of the Alphabet Committee, we can-

not doubt over its existence and its members.
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