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Abstract:

Sultan-ul-Oliya Khuwaja Muhammad Zaman and
his 'Abyat-e-Sindhi' (The Sindhi Poems)

Khuwaja Muhammad Zaman (1713-1775 A.D.) was a prominent reli-
gious scholar of Nagshbanbdi school of thought and a classical poet of Sindhi
language. He is commonly known as Sultan-ul-Oliya. He was well-versed in
Persian and Arabic languages. Eighty four of his Sindhi poems are believed to
have existed so far but some literary critics believe their number is one hun-
dred and eight. Besides, his sayings have been published under the title of
'Mulfoozat' and their number is said to be four hundred and forty six. His po-
ems and sayings carry a significant value in Sindhi literature and language. He
was one of those religious scholars to whom the great classical poet of Sindhi
language Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai (1689-1752 A.D.) went to meet in person.
The poems and sayings of Khuwaja Muhammad Zaman are replete with reli-
gious and Sufi thought. They particularly convey the message of the oneness
of Allah. It was his favourite disciple and Sindhi poet Shaikh Abdur Rahim Gar-
hori (1739-1778 A.D.) who for the first time collected and translated his poems
and sayings in Arabic and published them with explanation in two volumes
titled 'Sharah Abyat-e-Sindhi' (Commentary on Sindh Poems) and Fatah-ul-Fazl
(Blessed Success). Shamsul Ulmaa Dr. Umar bin Muhammad Dawoodpoto
was the very first critic who worked in Sindhi language to highlight the signifi-
cance of the poems in 'Sharah Abyat-e-Sindhi' and got them published in 1939
A.D. under the title: 'Abyat-e-Sindhi'.

In this article | have presented a comprehensive study of the books
published about the life, poems and sayings of Khuwaja Muhammad Zaman,
such as: Tuhfat-ul-Karam (The Worthy Gift), Firdos-ul-Aarifeen (The Para-
dise of the Exalted), Luwari ja Lal (The Pearls of Luwari), Abyat-e-Sindhi (The
Sindhi Poems), Mukamal Sharah Abyat-e-Sindhi ma' Arabi Matan (The Com-
plete Guide to the Sindhi Poems with Arabic Text), Malook-ul- Kalam (The
Kings of Poetry), Sultan-ul-Oliya Khuwaja Muhammad Zaman - Hik Jaizo (A
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Review). | have especially analysed the critical work done on the exact number

and the complex words in the poems in Abyat-e-Sindhi.

Key words: Nagshbandi school of thought, Classics, Luwari sharif,
Abyat-e-Sindhi.
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