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Abstract:

The Poetry of Shah Latif: From Pain to Hope

Shah Latif is the poet of all ages. He is not the poet of a single society
but he is the poet of the world at large because his thought is universal, hence,
Latif's poetry is applicable to all societies of all ages. On one hand, Latif de-
picts pain, suffering and separation and on the other hand his verse carries the

strong message of ultimate hope.

Many of Latif's characters appear to be fighting the battle of life with
courage, confidence and resilience and they also seem to be optimistic and
upbeat. His poetry depicts optimism and hope that can reinvigorate a broken
and distressed person. Latif is against disparity in any and every situation /
circumstances. It is for this reason that we call him the poet of hope and strug-

gle.

Just like there are occasions of collective happiness and celebration so
are times of collective pain and suffering. Floods, earthquakes and storms in-
flict collective agony and anguish. In fact, the relationship of sorrow is strong-
er than the bond of blood relationships. Latif advises the men in trouble to
share their experiences of misery and affliction with one another. It is a great
source of relief for men in grief to share their pain. Latif’s advice is not limited
or restricted to the people of Sindh but his message with regards to getting rid

of distress and disparity is for the whole world.

In this research article | have done the selective study of Shah Latif's
poetry, highlighting his concept of suffering and pain leading to pleasure and
hope.

Key words: optimism, affliction, disparity, resilience, universal.
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